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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Droitwicli  Town  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  pubiic  health  of  tne  Borough  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1951* 

The  Report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections  ;~ 

SECTION  A*  Statistics., 

SECTION  B0  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  area0 


SECTION  C. 
SECTION  D. 
SECTION  E. 
SECTION  F, 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area. 
Housing. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food* 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 


SECTION  A. 

statistics". 


Area 


Registrar^Gonoral1 s estimate  of 
resident  population,  mid  1951 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1951 
according  to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


1735  acres. 

6447. 

1735. 

£43,497. 

£168. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

125. 

65. 

CT\ 

O 

• 

3. 

2c 

1. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  resident  population  19. 85 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  15.5 


Still  Births. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


5.  4.  1. 

NIL  NIL  NIL 


The  Still  Birth  Rato  per  1,000  population  O.77 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  O.36 


Continued  - 
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STATISTICS  Continued  - 


Deaths,.  Total.  Male. 

98.  39. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Death  rate  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  Age. 

Total.  Male. 

Legitimate  4»  2. 

Illegitimate  NIL  NIL 


Female. 

59. 

15.2 

12.5 

NIL. 

Female. 

2. 

NIL 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  31*25 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  29.6 


Causes  of  Peat h . 


Male.  Female. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
" other 

Syphilitic  diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Polyiomyclitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Maligrant  neoplasm,  stomach 

" 11  lung,  bronchus 

11  11  breast 

11  11  uterus 

Other  malignant  <&  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Lcukoo  mia,  aleukemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  &c. 


1 


2 


1 


3 
5 

4 
7 
4 
1 

3 

1 


2 


4 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 
1 

3 

2 

4 
4 
2 

17 

4 

2 

4 

1 


1 
6 

2 
1 


59 
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SECTION  B, 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Ip  G-oncral. 

Under  the  provi cions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  I 94 
the  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  :~ 

(a)  Ambulance  Service. 

(b)  Home  Nursing  Service. 

Two  District  Nurse-Midwives  work  in  the  Borough. 

They  attend  midwifery  cases  and  cases  of  general 
illness. 

(c)  Home  Help  Service. 

This  Service  is  administered  by  the  Womens 
Voluntary  Services  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

It  is  an  emergency  service  of  domestic  help  in  cases 
of  sickness,  confinement  or  accident. 

(d)  Smallpox  Vaccination  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria 
can  be  carried  out  free  of  charge  by  the  patient’s 
own  Doctor  or  at  one  of  the  County  Council’s  clinics, 

(e)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

The  County  Council’s  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in 
the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  Droitwich,  every  Tuesday 
afternoon.  Children  can  be  immunised  against 
diphtheria  at  this  Clinic,  The  number  of  attendances 
made  at  thi s Clinic  during  the  year  was  1894* 

The  County  Council’s  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  mornings  in  each 
month  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  Droitwich, 

Tho  number  of  attendances  made  at  this  Clinic 
during  the  year  was  204. 

2,  Hospitals. 

The  district  is  served  by  general  hospitals  in  Worcester  and 
Birmingham,  Causes  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Newtown 
Isolation  Hospital,  Worcester. 

Maternity  cases,  which  cannot  bo  confined  at  home,  are 
admitted  to  maternity  homes  at  Stourport,  Bromsgrove  and  Evesham. 

3.  National  Assistance  Act  1948.  (Section  47). 

No  action  was  t alien  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  of  the 
Act  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 


SAWTTARY  C IRCUMSTA1CES  OP  THE  AREA . 

1.  Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Borough,  purchased  in  hulk  from  the 
East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company,  continued  to  be  adequate 
in  both  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year.  Samples  were 
taken  for  analysis  quarterly  and  gave  satisfactory  results.  A 
copy  of  the  County  Analyst's  report  on  a sample  of  this  water 
is  given  below. 

The  majority  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  town  have  a water  supply 
direct  from  the  public  mains,  with  the  exception  of  outlying  farms 
and  cottages,  which  have  a supply  from  wells. 


Number  of  standpipes  in  the  area  IS. 

Number  of  wells  in  the  area  16. 

Report  of  County  Analyst  on  sample  of  Town  Water . 

Physical  Characters.  Clear. 

Odour  None. 

Deposit  Very  slight,  white.  pH  7.5 


Chemical  Examination.  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000) 


Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at  100nC) 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  180' C) 
n " " (After  ignition) 

Chlorides  calculated  as  common  salt 
Hardness,  Permanent 
n Temporary 

" Total 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C 

(n/80  Permanganate) 


Toxic  Metals 


Slight  Trace. 

25 

24 

3-5 

5 

12 

17 

0.0004 

0.0002 

0.67 

Nil. 

Nil. 

None  detected. 


Residual  chlorine  on  receipt  Nil. 

Note . To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  to  grains  per 

gallon  multiply  by  0.7 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  Agar 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37°C  Nil  per  100  ml. 

(b ) Faecal  Coli  . Nil  per  cent. 


OPINION. 

The  sample  ia  fit  for  drinking. 


(Signed)  M.M.  LOVE. 

County  Analyst. 
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2»  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal » 

No  changes  were  made  In  those  services  during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  situated  in  Hampton  Road,  were  kept 
under  supervision  by  the  Eorc'-gh  Surveyor. 

5 , Smoke  Ab a t e m o lit . 

No  action  was .taken  in  this  matter  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths<. 

The  open  air  swimming  bath  in  the  Brine  Baths  Park  was 
kept  under  supervision  during  the  year.  Samples  of  water  taken 
for  analysis  at  intervals  during  the  Summer  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

5»  Droltwlch  Canal. 

The  Canal  is  still  in  a derelict  and  dirty  condition. 
Comments  on  its  condition  have  been  made  in  previous  reports 
and  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  take  some  action 
in  the  matter  in  the  near  future. 

6,  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  supervised  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  Collections  are  made  weekly  from  all  premises  and 
from  the  larger  hotels  three  times  weekly. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING-. 


Thirty  four  houses  wore  built  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
nine  by  other  persona  during  the. year. 

Seven  cases  of  overcrowding  wore  relieved  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  housing  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  :« 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  34* 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  NIL. 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  9* 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : - 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts  ) 183. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  mado  for  the  purpose  189. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (Included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  & 193^  37* 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  43 • 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit 

for  human  habitation  NIL. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  thoso 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  125. 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  125, 

3,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(l)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9;  10  & 1 6 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 


which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NONE. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

By  Owners  NONE. 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  NONE. 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :~ 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  NONE. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  ?/hich  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  cf  Formal  notices  :- 

By  Owners  NONE, 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  NONE. 
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HOUSING  Continued  - 


(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  J- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  NONE. 

Cb)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  NONE. 

(4)  Pro  ccedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936  • ~ 


( a) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made 

NONE. 

(b) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenoment  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit 

NONE. 

4.  Housing  Act  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(l)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  NO  FIGURES 
end  of  the  year  AVAILABLE. 


(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  11 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  11 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1. 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  7* 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  55* 

(c)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 

being  previously  relieved  NONE, 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


This  work  received,  special  attention  during  the  year, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  11  Clean  Food'1  campaign. 

Since  the  adoption  of  new  Food  Byelaws  by  the  Local 
Authority,  many  improvements  havo  been  made  in  the  general 
conditions  in  food  shops.  Glass  and  perspex  screens  to 
protect  unwrapped  food  from  contamination  are  now  generally 
used. 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation  and  a hot  water  supply 
for  hand  washing  of  employees  has  been  provided  in  some 
cases. 


There  are  three  manufacturers  and  twenty  eight  retailers 
of  Ice  Cream  registered  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  premises 
concerned  were  kept  under  supervision  during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  weru  notified  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  Inmuni sat ion. 

During  tho  year  143  children  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  and  62  children  received  a reinforcing  dose. 

Vaccination 

During  the  year  156  persons  were  vaccinated  in  the  Borough 
and  22  wore  re- vaccinated.  These  figures  show  a marked  increase 
on  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Particulars  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Disease . 

Total 

Cases. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

6 

NIL 

Measles 

23 

NIL 

NIL 

Who  op i ng  Co ugh 

30 

1 

NIL 

Erysipelas 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

Primary  Pneumonia 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

An  analysis  of  the  total  notified  cases  are  tabulated  below 
according  to  ago  groups. 


Age 

G-roup 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Primary 

Pneumonia. 

Under 

1 year 

2 

1 - 

— 

2 

— 

5 

1 

2 - 

— 

8 

— 

4 

— 

3 ~ 

1 

5 

— 

7 

— 

4 - 

1 

4 

— 

5 

— 

5 - 

2 

3 

- 

6 

10- 

1 

1 

— . 

— 

15- 

2 

— 

— » 

M 

20- 

— 

- 

— 

1 35- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 u- 

05  05 

1 

2 

| over 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— ! 

Totals 

1 

7 

23 

1 

30 

* ! 

1 
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Tuberculosis. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
arc  as  follows  :~ 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

periods. 

Respiratory  Non-re spiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Respiratory  Non-re spiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

55 

45 

55 

65  & 

over 

1 

2 - 

1 2 - 

1 



I l ! 1 I 1 I I I | 

I l I I l-1  ! I l 1 

I I l I 1 I I 1 l 

l I I I t [ l I l 

L 

Totals 

Vj4 

1 

! 

H 

1 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  December  194-6*  1947*  1948,  1949*  195^  an(l  1951  were 
as  follows  : - 


Pul mon 

ary  Cases. 

Non-pulmonary  Cases. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1946 

16 

12 

2 

5 

1947 

16 

10 

2 

5 

1948 

17 

3 

2 

4 

1949 

20 

10 

2 

4 

1950 

22 

15 

2 

4 

1951 

25 

15 

2 

5 

Meetings 

of  the 

Tuberculosis 

Aftercare 

Committee  for  South 

Worcestershire  arc  held  quarterly.  This  Committee  endeavours 
to  give  extra  help  to  needy  tuberculous  patients  and  their 
families. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council, 
to  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Officers  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


MARGARET  C.  FELL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Borough  Surveyor’s  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

DROITWICH, 

September,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Droitwich  Town  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Centlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  your  Council  my  seventh  Annual  Report 
upon  the.  work  of  my  Department,  in  which  I have  endeavoured  to 
summarise  the  numerous  activities  upon  which  the  Department  is 
engaged. 

May  I,  once  again,  thank  your  Council  for  your  sympathetic 
support,  continued  interest  and  ever  ready  advice  without  which 
the  considerable  volume  of  work  outlined  in  this  report  could 
not  have  been  achieved. 


Also  I would  thank  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Officers  and  Staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


I append  below  a statement  of  inspections  made  showing  the 
diverse  duties  of  the  Department. 

Visits  of  inspection  to  Stalls  Farm  and 

St.  Peters  Crescent  Estates  ...  111. 

Visits  to  Direct  Labour  and  contract  works  ...  263. 

Inspections  of  New  Buildings  under  Building  Byelaws  2 36. 

" re  maintenance  of  highways  ...  63. 

11  re  public  water  supply  ...  23. 

11  re  factories  including  bakehouses  ...  9* 


Visits  re  maintenance  of  Canal  ... 

Inspections  of  Food  Shops 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  re  repairs  ... 

,r  re  supervision  of  sewers,  Sewage  Works 

and  Refuse  Tip  , . . 

H re  supervision  of  Parks  & Public  Open  Spaces 


Samples  taken  for  analysis  including  milk,  sewage, 

water,  ice  cream  and  swimming  bath  water  ...  21. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  112. 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  otherwise  recorded  . . . 112, 

Inspections  in  respect  of  Building  Byelaws  and 

Planning  Scheme  ...  2 6. 

Visits  of  inspection  for  preparation  of  schemes 

for  housing  and  other  work  121. 


NEW  HOUSING-. 

At  the  Stalls  Farm  Estate  34  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  and  12  bungalows  for  aged  persons  were  erected  and 
nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Work  commenced  upon  the  construction  of  the  St.  Peters  Crescent 
Estate  at  the  end  of  July  and  by  the  close  of  the  year  the  site 
works,  including  the  roads  and  sewers,  were  well  in  hand  and  the 
foundations  for  56  Wates  houses  prepared. 

Negotiations  for  Cornish  Unit  houses  were  not  successful 
and  the  scheme  for  the  erection  of  these  houses  did  not  come 
to  fruition. 
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Continued  - 

Tenders  had  been  obtained  for  the  re-development  of  the 
Old  Vicarage  site  in  Friar  Street  and  negotiations  with  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  for  the  acceptance 
of  a tender  were  in  progress,, 

At  the  Stalls  Farm  Estate  a further  12  lock-up  garages 
were  erected  and  lot, 

OTHER  HOUSING-  WORK, 

With  the  continued  increase  in  repair  costs,  the  maintenance 
in  good  repair  of  privately  owned  property  becomes  increasingly 
difficult.  Various  minor  repairs  to  houses  were  carried  out  by 
the  owners  concerned  following  informal  action  by  the  Department. 

LETTING-  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

With  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  completion  of  the  Stalls 
Farm  Estate  and  houses  at  the  St,  Peters  Crescent  Estate  becoming 
ready  for  tenancy,  only  a few  houses  were  let  in  1951*  Selection 
of  tenants  for  these  continued  on  che  basis  of  the  Points  Scheme. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

A good  deal  of  Informal  work  has  been  done  towards  the 
application  of  the  Food  Byelaws  to  the  various  Food  Shops  in 
the  town,  by  means  of  inspection  and  advico  on  improvements 
to  secure  compliance.  G-enerally  speaking  the  trade  has  been 
co-operative. 

Efforts  have  been  directed  in  the  first  instance  towards  the 
prevention  of  contamination  of  uncovered  foodstuffs  in  the  shops, 
and  many  traders  have  suitably  covered  their  foodstuffs  with  glass 
or  plastic  covers,  thus  protecting  them  from  contamination. 

Some  have  not  yet  done  so  and  it  seems  likely  that  steps  will  have 
to  be  taken  to  enforce  compliance  in  these  cases. 

As  the  public  become  more  conscious  of  the  need  for  the 
protection  of  food  against  contamination  and  give  their  custom 
to  traders  who  are  alive  to  this  need,  so  will  greater  strength 
be  given  to  the  arm  of  the  health  service  in  this  important  matter. 

BOPENT  CONTROL. 

This  service  has  been  operating  for  a year  and  the  Operator 
has  worked  bi-monthly  at  these  duties.  The  number  of  complaints 
of  infestation  increased  as  it  became  known  that  the  service®  of 
a Rodent  Operator  was  available  to  householders  free  of  charge. 
Surveys  of  some  of  the  larger  business  premises  have  been  made 
and  a good  deal  of  disinfestation  by  poison  was  carried  out. 

It  is  apparent  that  there  are  minor  infestations  throughout 
the  town.  Some  infestation  of  the  sewers  was  found  and  these 
have  been  dealt  with  systematically. 

A good  deal  of  work  was  put  in  at  the  Refuse  Tip  and  I can  now 
report  that  there  are  very  few  rats  on  the  tip,  which  is  in  better 
condition  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  few  years. 

Poisoning  was  carried  out  at  22  houses  and  8 business 
premises  during  the  year. 

See  overleaf  for  details  of  surveys  made. 
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Schedule  of  surveys  and  treatments  as  follows  t 


Type  of  Property. 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
( including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

Total, 

1*  Total  No.  of 

properties 
in  Borough 

7 

1540 

12 

187 

1746 

2,  No.  of 

properties 

inspected 

(a)  - 

4 

3 

7 

as  a result 
of  (a)  notif- 
ication or 
(b)  otherwise 

(b)  7 

358 

1 

12 

378 

3.  No.  of 

properties 
under  2. 

Major  1 

1 

found  to  be 
infested  bjr 
rats. 

4.  No.  of 

properties 
under  2. 

Minor  4 

23 

8 

35 

found  to  be 
seriously 
infested 
by  mice, 

5,  No.  of 
infested 

properties 

5 

22 

- 

8 

35 

3 & 4 

treated. 


SCAVENGING-  AND  PUBLIC.  CLEANSING. 

Roftise  collection  has  continued  by  a weekly  collection, 
except  for  the  larger  hotels  where  collection  has  been  thrice 
weekly. 

As  reported  last  year,  with  the  growth  of  the  town  this  servic 
had  to  be  implemented  by  an  additional  collector  and  the  use  of  an 
open  lorry  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  hotels.  The 
collection  of  waste  paper  for  salvage  was  again  introduced  and 
the  refuse  collectors  carry  out  this  work  whilst  collecting 
house  refuse. 


The  weight  and  value  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year 
is  as  follows 


T. 

c. 

Q. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Newspapers 

3. 

1. 

2. 

71. 

17. 

1. 

Books  & Magazines 

5. 

5. 

1. 

118. 

8. 

9. 

Mixed  Waste 

27. 

13. 

1. 

415. 

7. 

0. 

Fibreboard  Containers 

1. 

17. 

0. 

35. 

3. 

0. 

Totals. 

37. 

17. 

0. 

£ 640. 

16. 

4. 
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SCAVENGING  AND  PUBLIC  CLEANSING-  Continued  - 

Night  soil  is  collected  from  13  premises  weekly. 

Street  sweeping  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  Borough 
once  each  week  except  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  when, 
owing  to  shortage  of  labour,  part  of  Witton  was  swept  alternate 
weeks.  The  town  centre  is  swept  daily. 

Gully  emptying  is  by  contract  being  carried  out  at  three- 
monthly  intervals. 


SAMPLING. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year  : 

Ice  Cr^am  By  Local  Authority  10,) 

By  Manufacturers  21.) 

Swimming  Pool  Water 

By  Local  Authority  2.) 

By  Owners  10. ) 

Town  V? ater  ...  ... 

HIGHWAYS . 

District  roads  have  generally  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  A bottleneck  in  the  Old  Coach  Road  was  widened  and  a 
footpath  provided  which  together  effected  a considerable  improvement. 

Tree  planting  was  continued  in  the  Autumn  and  footpath  paving 
in  St.  Marys  Road,  Corbett  Avenue,  Old  Coach  Road  and  Colman  Road 
was  provided. 

A comprehensive  survey  of  public  footpaths  in  t he  Borough  ?jas 
made  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  control  of 
footpaths  many  of  the  old  rights  of  way  will  be  kept  open  or 
re-opened  to  the  public,  thereby  preventing  the  present  tendency 
for  them  to  be  obstructed  and  gradually  lost  to  public  use, 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

A six  inch  sewer  was  extended  120  yards  along  Tagwell  Road 
to  permit  further  development, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

^ The  supply  of  water,  which  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the 
East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company,  has  continued  satisfactory 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality. 

The . consumption  during  1951  was  99*761,000  gallons  averaging 
273>300  gallons  per  day  as  compared  with  316,500  gallons  per  day 
in  I95O, 

During  the  year  the  part-time  Water  Inspector  operated  by 
working  bi-monthly  with  the  Water  Department  during  which  period 
619  taps  were  re-washered  and  217  ball  valves  adjusted. 

The  reduction  in  consumption  is  most  satisfactory. 
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PARKS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 


In  connection  with  the  Festival  of  Britain  two  major 
improvements  were  carried  out;  one  being  the  covering  with 
earth  and  the  seeding  down  of  Covercroft  and  the  other  the 
clearance  of  a site  and  construction  of  a bov/ling  green  in 
Ricketts  Lane. 

Generally,  the  Vines  Park,  King  George  V Playing  Field 
and  other  gardens  and  open  spaces  were  maintained  in  order. 

A number  of  seats  were  given  to  the  Borough  in  connection 
with  the  Festival  of  Britain  and  these  wore  a very  useful 
addition  to  the  amenities  of  the  town. 

A very  considerable  amount  of  work  resulted  from  the  Festival 
of  Britain,  the  Freedom  Ceremony  and  other  functions  for  which 
floral  decorations  were  needed.  With  the  additional  greenhouse 
it  was  possible  for  the  Parks  Department  to  help  with  this  work, 

A new  innovation  for  the  Borough  was  the  erection  of  a Christmas 
tree  for  the  Christmas  festival,  A permanent  housing  for  the 
tree  was  provided  should  this  practice  be  continued  in  the 
future. 

DROITWICH  CANAL. 

Two  consultations  have  taken  place  between  your  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineer  and  the  Engineers  of  Coventry  and  Worcester, 
and  informal  agreement  has  been  reached  as  to  the  requirements 
of  the  latter  to  make  the  discharge  of  brine  if  the  Canal  is 
abandoned  compljr  with  the  Droitwich  Canal  (Abandonment)  Act. 


I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GRAHAM  L.  ROBINSON. 

Chartered  Municipal  Engineer. 
Borough  Engineer,  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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